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 New Requirements for Shipping Food Products into or Through the United States

The Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002.

Introduction

The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued the above rules (a.k.a. the Bioterrorism Act of 2002) to take effect on December 12th, 2003.   

This regulation requires all shippers of food or food articles shipping into or transiting the United States:

· To be registered with the FDA, and 

· To obtain a Prior Notification Number  (PN) from the FDA for every food or food article shipment tendered to TNT destine to or transiting the United States. The PN must be included on the Commercial Invoice in the format prescribed below.
Please read below for instructions for registering with the FDA and how to obtain a Prior Notification Number. 

Registration

Not only our shippers will require to be registered, this registration is also required for the "last foreign facility that holds food" prior to it's shipping to the USA.  This means all TNT depots/hubs with direct flights to the USA have to register with the FDA on their website: https://www.access.fda.gov/oaa/.  TNT USA Inc. will provide the point of contact within the USA, as foreign registration requires a US agent.   This service will only be provided for TNT locations and will not be extended to any TNT customer.  

How to register as a TNT facility?

Prior to registration of any facility, contact Matt McDonough in the Melville office at +1 631 760 0736 or via email Matt.McDonough@tnt.com  to make sure proper contact details for TNT USA Inc. are used.  This will also allow creating a central file holding all foreign registrations.  It is every depot's responsibility to ensure they are registered with the FDA.

How to recognise and track food related shipments into or transiting via the US?

Option Code

In order to enable TNT USA in identifying these consignments, an option code will be created.  This option code "FDA" will have to be used for all consignments holding food.  The option code has been set up in common entities for all global express, economy express, special express and airfreight products.

Should any business unit wish to activate the FDA option code for any product outside of the above please contact Soren Hoegh of DHO Product Development and management at soren.hoegh@tpg.com
What is considered to belong to the category of food or drink?

Food is defined as being all products used for food or drink for both human and animal consumption.  A full list of all 2885 tariff numbers can be found on the FDA website: http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/htsguide.html
Is there any customer or food related article exceptions?

 Private Individuals

As the rules are very complicated when it comes to private-to-private individual shipments, TNT will no longer accept such consignments containing food. 

Hampers

Due to the requirement to register the origin of each individual food or food related article TNT Express has decided to no longer accept any hampers sent into or via the US.

How to obtain the Prior Notification

Customer Requirements 

Customers are required to obtain the Prior Notification (PN) Number from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Web site prior to tendering the shipment to TNT.  The PN can be obtained by logging on to the FDA website (https://www.access.fda.gov ), and proceeding to the section titled Prior Notice System Interface (PNSI).   Once the relevant information has been entered the PNSI system will immediately provide the customer a Prior Notification Number.  The PN will be a required piece of information on the Commercial Invoice.

Information Customers may need when requesting a PN

· Mode of Transportation – AIR

· Port Code: 4778 for JFK (European Customers), 2775 for LAX (Asian Customers), 5201 for MIA (South American Customers).

· Carrier Name: TNT Worldwide Express

· Country of the Carrier: United States 

Commercial Invoice Requirements  

Commercial Invoices must contain the following data for each commodity (e.g. this information must appear on each commercial invoice line item):

· Manufacturer’s FDA Registration Number

· Shipper’s FDA Registration Number (if different from manufacturer)
· Prior Notice confirmation number

· Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) Number

What are the disciplines required?

Origin Discipline

TNT USA can only comply with the rules if following conditions are met.  

Every origin will:

· Apply the option code "FDA" to all consignments containing food

· Make sure the above required information is available on the commercial invoice

· Scan the commercial invoice in the PACS system immediately upon receipt

· Hold consignments that are not complying at origin
Transit Consignments

As the rules are to be applied to both import into the USA and to transit through the USA, compliance to the regulations must apply to all consignments coming from or going to any of the countries in North America, Central America, South America and the Caribbean.

More Information

A software tool, containing a search through all commodities, additional documentation and a number of links to FDA websites has been created and is available on the intranet on https://www.access.fda.gov.
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